
D I S C L A I M E R :

T h e  N e b r a s k a  L i e d 
M a i n  S t r e e t  P r o g r a m 
p r o v i d e s  t h i s  n o m i n a l 
charge design assistance 
t o  p rope r t y  owne rs  i n 
officially designated Main 
Street project areas.  The 
renderings and notations 
on these sheets are only 
c o n c e p t u a l  v i e w s  o f 
the project si te and are 
based on the information 
supp l i ed  to  the  des ign 
staff.   Should obscured 
a rch i tec tura l  de ta i ls  o r 
problems be revealed, the 
local Main Street manager 
shou ld  be  no t i f i ed  and 
consulted.General  notes 
are provided as a guideline 
f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d 
revital ization techniques 
and are generally based 
on the Secretar y of the 
Depar tment of Interior ’s 
S t anda rds  f o r  H i s to r i c 
P r e s e r v a t i o n .   A  c o p y 
of  th is publ icat ion may 
be  v i ewed  a t  the  loca l 
project manager ’s office.  
For  fu r ther  in format ion 
r e g a r d i n g  i n c e n t i v e 
t a x  c r e d i t s  o r  i s s u e s 
r ega rd i ng  c l a r i f i c a t i on 
of  the Secretar y of  the 
I n t e r i o r ’ s  S t a n d a r d s 
cal l  the Nebraska State 
H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n 
Of f ice  o f  the  Nebraska 
Histor ica l  Society.   For 
more deta i led technical 
a s s i s t a n c e  o f  p r o d u c t 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  s t a t e 
M a i n  S t r e e t  o f f i c e 
h a s  c o m p i l e d  l i s t s  o f 
a r c h i t e c t s ,  e n g i n e e r s , 
preservation consultants, 
contractors, and product 
manufacturers who have 
expressed an interest in 
the Main Street Program. 
Since the Nebraska Lied 
Main Street  Program is 
unable to endorse these 
entities, it is recommended 
that the building owners 
t h o r o u g h l y  c h e c k  a l l 
r e f e r e n c e s  b e f o r e 
engaging such contacts.  
T h e s e  r e s o u r c e  l i s t s 
may be obtained through 
t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y 
m a n a g e r ’ s  o f f i c e . 
The work here takes no 
specific consideration of 
local building codes, fire 
o r d i n a n c e s ,  m u n i c i p a l 
z o n i n g  c o d e s ,  a n d 
i t e m s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e 
federal “Americans with 
Disabilities Act.”  Wherever 
per tinent these regulations 
always will supercede the 
intentions of the conceptual 
proposal illustrated here.  
W h e r e  a p p l i c a b l e ,  a l l 
work must be approved 
by the local Main Street 
design review committee. 
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Image 1.  Historic Drawing.  The building located at 614 
Grant Avenue, built in 1888, originally served as city hall for 
York, Nebraska.  The building was a two-story structure in its 
original configuration.

Image 2.  Historic Photograph.  In later years 
the building was used as a fire hall.  A large 
garage door to accommodate fire fighting equip-
ment was added, thereby significantly altering 
the first story front façade of the building.  The 
original second story had an unusually high 
floor-to-ceiling dimension.

Image 3.  Existing Condition.  In more recent years, 
the second story was vertically divided to encompass 
a third story in the building.  The building façade was 
dramatically altered by the addition of a false front, 
consisting of butt-joined plywood sheets with stone 
aggregate applied to the surface.  Now deteriorating 
badly, this false front covers the entire second and 
third stories of the building and includes three arched 
elements, constructed with wood frames and louvers 
that cover the second and third story windows.

Image 4.  Front Façade Window Locations.  The loca-
tions of the second and third story windows were derived 
by projecting the lintel lines of the windows on the north 
wall around the northwest corner of the building and across 
the front façade.  The presumed locations of the windows 
behind the louvers are marked with yellow shading in the 
photograph.

Image 5.  Front Façade Wing Wall.  The wing 
wall above the enclosed stairway on the south 
side of the building, viewed here from the south-
west, is stabilized with braces attached to the 
south wall of the building.

Image 6.  Front Façade Wing Wall.  This view from 
the building’s rear fire escape, looking west, shows 
the back side of the wing wall projection of the build-
ing’s west front façade above the enclosed stairway 
leading to the second story.
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Image 7.  Existing Streetscape.  The subject building, at left in the photograph, was remodeled some years ago to include reconfiguration of the original second story into a lower-height second story and 
new third story, with rental housing on both floors.  The original tall second story window openings were infilled with masonry, and smaller double hung windows were installed in the reconfigured second 
and third stories.  While the second and third story windows are likely aligned vertically, they may be unevenly spaced (but not too noticeably) in the horizontal dimension on the façade.  The remodeling 
included the addition of an enclosed stairway from the street to the second story on the south side of the building.  The false front with three arched, louvered, elements was built full-height across the build-
ing’s entire front façade, including a wing wall above the enclosed stairway on the south side of the building (see Images 5 and 6).

2/4

Image 8.  Option 1A in Context of Streetscape.  The subject building, shown at left in the context of the existing streetscape, is depicted with changes that are further described as Option 1A in Image 10.

Image 9.  Option 1B in Context of Streetscape.  The subject building, shown at left in the context of the existing streetscape, is depicted with changes that are further described as Option 1B in Image 12.
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Image 10.  Option 1A.  The existing false front is replaced with a new facing of thin brick.  The 
wing wall above the enclosed stairway on the south side of the building is removed.  A framed 
building nameplate is integrated with the new brickwork above the third story windows.  New 
double hung windows are installed in existing window openings as necessary.  Awnings with Sun-
brella’s “Erin Green” (#4600) fabric are installed above the second and third story windows, as 
well as above the storefront on the first floor.  A separate awning demarcates the entrance to the 
enclosed stairway to the upper story housing.

Image 11.  Option 2A.  Otherwise similar to Option 1A (Image 10), the existing false front is 
replaced with an exterior insulation finishing system (EIFS), a light synthetic wall cladding that 
consists of rigid foam insulation panels anchored to the existing exterior masonry wall and covered 
with a synthetic coating.  The finished surface resembles stucco.

Image12.  Option 1B.  Otherwise similar to Option 1A (Image 10), awnings are installed only at 
the first floor storefront and stairway entrance.

Image 13.  Option 2B.  Otherwise similar to Option 2A (Image 11), awnings are installed only at 
the first floor storefront and stairway entrance.
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Image 14.  Option 1C.  Otherwise similar to Option 1A (Image 10), the awnings are constructed 
with Sunbrella’s “Jockey Red” (#4603) fabric.

Image 15.  Option 2C.  Otherwise similar to Option 2A (Image 11), the awnings are constructed 
with Sunbrella’s “Jockey Red” (#4603) fabric.

Image 16.  Option 1D.  Otherwise similar to Option 1C (Image 14), awnings are installed only at 
the first floor storefront and stairway entrance.

Image 17.  Option 2D.  Otherwise similar to Option 2C (Image 15), awnings are installed only at 
the first floor storefront and stairway entrance.


