
D I S C L A I M E R :

T h e  N e b r a s k a  L i e d 
M a i n  S t r e e t  P r o g r a m 
p r o v i d e s  t h i s  n o m i n a l 
charge design assistance 
t o  p rope r t y  owne rs  i n 
officially designated Main 
Street project areas.  The 
renderings and notations 
on these sheets are only 
c o n c e p t u a l  v i e w s  o f 
the project si te and are 
based on the information 
supp l i ed  to  the  des ign 
staff.   Should obscured 
a rch i tec tura l  de ta i ls  o r 
problems be revealed, the 
local Main Street manager 
shou ld  be  no t i f i ed  and 
consulted.General  notes 
are provided as a guideline 
f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d 
revital ization techniques 
and are generally based 
on the Secretar y of the 
Depar tment of Interior ’s 
S t anda rds  f o r  H i s to r i c 
P r e s e r v a t i o n .   A  c o p y 
of  th is publ icat ion may 
be  v i ewed  a t  the  loca l 
project manager ’s office.  
For  fu r ther  in format ion 
r e g a r d i n g  i n c e n t i v e 
t a x  c r e d i t s  o r  i s s u e s 
r ega rd i ng  c l a r i f i c a t i on 
of  the Secretar y of  the 
I n t e r i o r ’ s  S t a n d a r d s 
cal l  the Nebraska State 
H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n 
Of f ice  o f  the  Nebraska 
Histor ica l  Society.   For 
more deta i led technical 
a s s i s t a n c e  o f  p r o d u c t 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  s t a t e 
M a i n  S t r e e t  o f f i c e 
h a s  c o m p i l e d  l i s t s  o f 
a r c h i t e c t s ,  e n g i n e e r s , 
preservation consultants, 
contractors, and product 
manufacturers who have 
expressed an interest in 
the Main Street Program. 
Since the Nebraska Lied 
Main Street  Program is 
unable to endorse these 
entities, it is recommended 
that the building owners 
t h o r o u g h l y  c h e c k  a l l 
r e f e r e n c e s  b e f o r e 
engaging such contacts.  
T h e s e  r e s o u r c e  l i s t s 
may be obtained through 
t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y 
m a n a g e r ’ s  o f f i c e . 
The work here takes no 
specific consideration of 
local building codes, fire 
o r d i n a n c e s ,  m u n i c i p a l 
z o n i n g  c o d e s ,  a n d 
i t e m s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e 
federal “Americans with 
Disabilities Act.”  Wherever 
per tinent these regulations 
always will supercede the 
intentions of the conceptual 
proposal illustrated here.  
W h e r e  a p p l i c a b l e ,  a l l 
work must be approved 
by the local Main Street 
design review committee. 
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Image 2.  Existing Streetscape.  The portion of the Lowe Building studied for this project (second storefront from the right) is shown in the context of this block-long row of commercial 
buildings on the east side of Central Avenue.

Image 1.  Historic Photograph.  The two-story Lowe Building, located on the northeast corner of the intersection of Central Avenue and East Railroad Street, is pictured in the late 1800s 
or early 1900s.  The building has cast iron storefronts, a pressed-metal cornice, and pedimented window hoods.
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Image 5.  Proposed East Railroad Street Façade Improvements.  The changes proposed for this façade of the Lowe Building include restoration of the full-height double hung windows 
and installation of full-height storm windows on the second floor.  Removal of the solar collector in one of the second story windows (see Image 4) and restoration of the original window is 
recommended.  This view also shows all of the transom panels in the first floor storefronts painted uniformly.

Image 3.  Existing Building.  The Central Avenue façade of the 
portion of the Lowe Building studied for this project (storefront on 
the left in this photograph) was replaced in the early-to-mid-twen-
tieth century.  The original ornate brick façade of the late 1800s, 
shown in Image 1, was replaced with a simplified, yet carefully de-
tailed, “modern” brick façade.  The three tall second story windows 
in the original façade were replaced with two shorter, nearly square 
windows, and the façade brickwork was accentuated with several 
horizontal reveals, giving the upper façade a visual horizontality that 
contrasts with the façade of the original portion of the Lowe Build-
ing façade remaining to the right in the photograph.

Image 4.  Existing Building.  The East Railroad Street façade of the portion of the Lowe Building studied for this 
project (the portion to the right of the “Lowe Investment Co.” sign in this photograph) was altered at some point in 
the early twentieth century.  The midsection of this façade, where the pressed metal cornice no longer exists, was 
partially replaced in the early 1900s, probably due to structural failure or deterioration of the face brick.  The simpli-
fied brick cornice and plain second-story window openings on the replacement façade reflect the general move 
away from ornamented façades in commercial building design in the twentieth century.
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Image 6.  Signage: Option 1.  This sign is proposed for the Option 1 
Central Avenue façade improvements (see Image 7).

Image 8.  Awning Fabric Sample.  Sunbrella’s Captain Navy (#4646) 
awning fabric is used for the awning depicted in Option 2 Central Av-
enue façade improvements (Image 9).

Image 7.  Central Avenue Façade Improvements: Option 1.  This op-
tion includes restoration of the second story windows or replacement of 
them with windows similarly subdivided.  The sign depicted in Image 6 
spans the distance between the outside edges of the two second story 
window openings.  The horizontal bars in the sign echo the horizontal 
reveals in the brickwork between the window openings.

Image 9.  Central Avenue Façade Improvements: Option 2.  This op-
tion depicts replacement windows on the second floor and an awning 
replacing the metal canopy on the storefront.
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Image 11.  Central Avenue Façade Improvements: Option 3.  This 
option depicts replacement windows on the second floor and an aw-
ning replacing the metal canopy on the storefront.  Alternative signage 
is shown.

Image 13.  Central Avenue Façade Improvements: Option 4.  This 
option depicts replacement windows on the second floor and an aw-
ning replacing the metal canopy on the storefront.  Signage is appli-
quéd on the valance of the awning.

Image 10.  Awning Fabric Sample.  Sunbrella’s Forest Green (#4637) 
awning fabric is used for the awning depicted in Option 3 Central Av-
enue façade improvements (Image 11).

Image 12.  Awning Fabric Sample.  Sunbrella’s Marine Blue (#4678) 
awning fabric is used for the awning depicted in Option 4 Central Av-
enue façade improvements (Image 13).
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